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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Per claim 1 , "a receiver" is appeared on steps c, f, and h in which is indefinite as single 
receiver or three receivers. Based on the best understanding of invention, the examiner assumes 
that they are the same receiver. 

3. Claim 17 recites the limitation "the transmitter" in line 13. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the relatively immobile object" in 14. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The examiner assumes the third relatively 
immobile object. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 17 is objected to because of the following informalities: "Apparatus", in line 1 
should be changed to 4 A system". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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* 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Diener et al 
(US007006838B2). 

Per claim 1, Diener discloses a method of indicating the location of a relatively mobile 
object (see figure 1 and item 100), comprising the steps of : generating and transmitting a first 
signal that is characteristic of a first relatively immobile object (see figure 1, link between MRT 
and item 400); generating and transmitting a second signal from the second relatively immobile 
object (see figure 1 and item 200); generating and transmitting a third signal that is characteristic 
of the relatively immobile object 9see figure 1 and item 100); detecting all three signals at the 
network server (figure 1 and item 400); operating a processing device operatively connected to 
the receiver using signal t-o-f data and received SNR information to establish the distance of the 
relatively mobile object respectively from the first and second relatively immobile (see column 3 
and lines 29-53); generating a signal indicating whether the relatively mobile object is for the 
time being closer to the first or the second relatively immobile object as the case may be (see 
figure 2. item 2040, column 3 and lines 55-58, column 17 and lines 1-20). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 17. . 

Per claim 2, Diener further teaches getting location of all the reference terminal (see 
column 6 and lines 23-30). 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/575,580 

Art Unit: 2618 

■ 

Per claim 3, Diener further teaches supplying via an input device, data to the processing 
device that associate each said portable transmitter with the object on which it is located (see 
column 6 and lines 48-52). 

Per claim 4, Diener further teaches identifying the relatively mobile object and at least 
the relatively immobile object to which it is closer/closest 9see column 17 and lines 1-20). 

Per claim 5, Diener further teaches the steps of determining the signals t-o-f data by 

■ 

obtaining timing information between first and second device (see figure 6 and corresponding 
paragraphs). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 20. 

Per claim 6, Diener further teaches determining RSSI of beacon 1, 2, or 3 (see column 8 
and lines 31-65). 

* 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 21. 

Per claim 7, Diener further teaches carrying out a contextual conversion using a data base 
to interpret co-ordinates corresponding to the locations of the said objects, and generating one or 
more messages indicatively of the ID of one or more said objects (see column 17 and lines 1-20). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claim 32. 
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Per claim 12 and 13, Diener further teaches that prompting a user as to the class of data, 
selected from a set of classes in which includes relatively mobile objects, relatively immobile 
objects; and base stations (see column 17 and lines 1-20). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Diener in view of 
Gonzalez (US006963283B1). . 

Per claim 8, Diener does not teach that adhering a portable transmitter to each respective 
object using an adhesive material. Gonzalez teaches adhering a portable transmitter to each 
respective object using an adhesive material (see figure 4). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the references to easily 
carried by a potentially protected obj ect . 

♦ 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claims 22, 23, and 26. 

Per claims 9 and 1 0, Gonzalez further teaches that activating each portable transmitter 
from a deactivated state in which removing each said portable transmitter from a storage 
location, interaction between each portable transmitter and the storage location maintaining it in 
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the said deactivated state and the said removing causing the said activation (see column 2 and 
lines 29-36). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claims 25, 27 and 28. 

t 

Per claim 11, Gonzalez further teaches entering data via one or more of a keyboard (see 
figure 1, programming buttons). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claims 29, 30 and 31. 

Per claim 14-16, Gonzalez further teaches programming buttons and displays for 
interrogating the transmitter (see figure 1 and 4). 

Same arguments apply, mutatis mutandis, to claims 18, and 19. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yuwen Pan whose telephone number is 571-272-7855. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anderson D. Matthew can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



V 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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